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Background:


Dr. Otto Ondawame is a leading West Papuan academic, activist and representative of both the West Papuan people and their desire for a peaceful return of human rights for their homelands.


However, his personal journey to become a peace negotiator is remarkable. Dr. Ondawame grew up in a mountain village in the Southern Highlands of West Papua and first saw Indonesians when he was eight. With a traditional Melanesian upbringing he gained his first western education with the Franciscans missionary school whose theological world view melded with the Melanesian concepts of human behavior and mutual respect. But at the University of Cenderawasih in Jayapura, he became increasingly aware of differences in the way the Indonesian authorities treated indigenous Papuans in comparison with the mainly Javanese migrants.


Although the government provided some scholarships, these were mainly awarded to recent arrivals from Java or other Indonesian islands. Combined with a student fee system which few Papuan communities could afford, there were very few Papuans at university. Stimulated by his experiences Otto became a student organizer, but on a visit to his home village of Akimuga he discovered it had been secretly marked for demolition by the Freeport McMoRan company. Dr Ondawame has stated that he was unable to tolerate the injustices that he saw, and the urgency for activism became clear. When he returned to the University, Otto together with the other student colleagues founded an underground student movement known as West Papuan Youth Movement aiming to provide support of OPM's calls for independence and wishes of the Papuan people for social justice, freedom, peace and democracy. This activism eventually led to his arrest and imprisonment, though a year later he managed to return to his village after his grandmother's death. But he was shocked to see the indigenous community being treated as if an "apartheid system" had been created. 


Despite Papuan objections, the Indonesian military had began aerial bombing of their traditional homelands and the Freeport McMoRan company begun clear felling the lands in preparation for the world's largest open-pit mine at the dismay of the indigenous people. And yet the Papuans were barred from the local supermarkets; and if compensation was asked, the company would identify them as 'thugs' or OPM guerrilla fighters. Denied access to their traditional land for sustenance, they were even denied jobs at the mine where they saw workers from many countries cutting down their sacred 'Nemang Kawi' forests and laying waste to a mountain eco and farming system, which had sustained the Amungme people for a thousand generations.


Seeing this, Otto decided the West Papuan need was "not only to gain independence, but to regain the respect and dignity of the people".


Armed with his study of international and UN policies, he worked to organize resistance in his home region and in sharing his education with fellow Papuan communities help to consolidate the aims and principles of the OPM, a political body created in 1965 by the Papuan people to voice their desire for independence and peace. Although the Indonesian military has always attempted to discredit the OPM as a disruptive organisation, the OPM has always sought peaceful dialogue and an end to the TNI injustices. Otto and the other leaders of the OPM have encouraged those seeking armed resistance to limit their actions to be defensive only, and when some groups did out of desperation to be heard by the world media in the 1970s to 90s take people prisoner, Otto and those after him have done their best to personally ensure prisoners both Indonesian and European were protected, informed of the circumstance, and released unharmed. In 1977 Otto had travel through the jungle to mediate for the release of prisoners. After their release, captives have often written supportive accounts of the West Papuan struggle such as Pergolakan di Perbatasan, Pembebasan Sandra Tanda Pertumpahan Darah by Samsuddin published in 1995 and 'The Open Cage: Ordeal of the Irian Jaya Hostages' by Daniel Start published 1997.


In September 27, 1978, while in Vanimo, PNG; Otto Ondawame and Jacob Prai- the leaders of the OPM, were arrested and imprisoned in Port Moresby against strong civil protests in PNG. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) managed to prevent their deportation to Indonesia, and a year later they were accepted by Sweden as genuine political refugees.


Four years later, after Otto had been appointed as the International spokesperson for the Papuan OPM movement, and while working as a nursing aid at Kungsgaerdet Hospital and studying Business Administration at the University of Uppsala, he gain Swedish citizenship. Although in exile he felt a responsibility and moral duty to promote peace and justice for both West Papua and the world. He campaigned to rise public awareness of West Papua, lobbied politicians and took part in peace initiatives. In 1986 with two Swedish colleagues as part of the Great Peace Journey Otto traveled to nations of the Pacific to ask five peace questions of the their leaders. These questions were 1) to limit defense forces to their own country, 2) to forbid weapons of mass destruction, 3) to stop export of weapons, 4) to work towards universal health and education, and 5) to resolve conflicts by dialogue instead of military force.


Also at this time he joined peace initiates to stop Nuclear Testing in the Pacific and Mororoa Tahiti in particular. In 1993 he was able to return to the Australian Pacific to continue his OPM work by promoting understanding of West Papua's struggle in Australia and studying political science and diplomacy at University of New South Wales and Sydney University respectively. He continued studies and was awarded a Graduate Diploma in International Relations at Sydney University in 1994, a Master of Applied Science at University of Western Sydney in 1995 and a Ph-D in International Relations at the Australian National University in 2000. 


At the end of 2000, colleagues from the Australia West Papua Association (Sydney) and Sydney University Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPACS) were able to create the West Papua Project, with a primary goal of promoting peaceful dialogue between representatives of the people of West Papua and the Government of Indonesia. Employing Dr Ondawame as coordinator for the project made it possible for a direct meeting between an OPM representative and the Indonesian Ambassador to Australia, to build common understanding and trust as a first step in promoting peaceful dialogue. Both parties underlined the importance of peace initiative and committed to engage in peace process.


However, without strong international help such Indonesian promises can not be relied upon.


"I believe in people's power and I believe that they can bring the Indonesian government to the negotiating table. But international support is needed, pressure from regional powers such as the Pacific Islands Forum, countries such as the US, Australia, and those countries that provide aid to Indonesia, such as Japan, the European Union aid agencies such as the World bank, the IMF and the Asian Development Bank also need to be lobbied." In mid 2001, Dr. Ondawame said that although the principles spoused by the Wahid Government were in language more democratic, "in practice, violence and military approaches were still dominant". That West Papuans are a political victim for the sake of stability and security of the Pacific region, both in 1969 when the so-called Act of Free Choice ballot took place and again in this current time. - From interview with Prabha Gulati,Transitions magazine.


Further, he confided that Jakarta is paying only lip service to the autonomy proposals. There has been a regional government and parliament set up through Indonesian government auspices - "servants of Jakarta" - but the majority of West Papuans are not interested in special autonomous status. The people of West Papua would call for a referendum if Jakarta continues to reject proposals for complete independence.


After the Bali bombing, Indonesia said it had disbanded the Laskar Jihad militia but had in fact transferred it from the Moluccas islands to West Papua. Reports in 2003 of ten Papuan townships being raised to the ground was just part of a recent escalation of violence, of ethnic cleansing, the denial of NGO access, and rapid expansion of HIV/AIDS and other problems across West Papua. 


When funding for his coordinator position at the CPACS West Papua Project ended in 2002, Dr. Ondawame decided to move to Vanuatu which had twenty years before been united with West Papua in their mutual quests. In Vanuatu, with the other West Papuan colleagues, he established the West Papua Peoples Representative Office in Port Vila on 26th March 2003, and has maintain and built upon the good will of the Vanuatu people.


Though difficult, Dr. Ondawame has continued to call upon state leaders to promote peace in West Papua by supporting peace talks and mediation. Dr Ondawame called for the creation of a zone of peace for West Papua, and requested the Foreign Affairs Minister of New Zealand to mediate. This initiative was raised with Indonesia during the Western Pacific Dialogue Partner-meeting in Jogyakarta in 2002, and a request was sent to Nobel Peace Prize Award Winner, President Nelson Mandela requesting his assistance with mediation. Another request for mediation was submitted to the U.K. Government for their London meeting in March 2004; while a Vanuatu - Indonesian initiative for a round table discussion in Port Vila from 26-28 July 2004 was most welcomed. And in 2005 the Megawati regime was requested to start a peace process and hold a meeting with the President Special Envoy in Port Moresby on March 2005 discussing ways and means to solve the current problem in West Papua.


In response to the continued violence and disregard since Indonesia had decided to claim 'Special Autonomy' had been implemented and enjoyed by the people of West Papua, in February 2005 the people and representatives inside West Papua gave the Indonesian government 6 months in which to implement their Special Autonomy system and fair treatment of the indigenous people. 


As Dr. Ondawame had predicted in 2001, on 12th August 2005, despite Indonesian objections over twenty thousand people of West Papua (twenty times as many as were allowed to vote under duress in the 1969 'Act of Free Choice') rallied on the city streets and officially returned the failed 'Special Autonomy package' to the Indonesian colonial government. Although the police used panzer vehicles and helicopters to scare the people into rash actions; the people withstood these intimidations and remained peaceful as they used their great number to instead ask questions of the colonial government as they rejected the failed Autonomy package.


For over forty years the people of West Papua and their representatives such as Dr Ondawame have tried peaceful dialogue with the military, farmers, and government of Indonesia. To explain Papuan culture and their responsibility to the land is very important to them, yet the continuing TNI and transmigration response has been to slaughter the Papuan people, their cultures, and to bulldoze their lands to create mono-culture rice fields where once there had been rain forests and native farms which had coexisted for millennia. Many more than a hundred thousand people have died while the Papuan people and their representatives have quested for a peaceful end to this occupation, and still the they seek a peaceful solution in this forgotten corner of the world.


When as reported by the Australian SBS Dateline program in August 2005, Indonesia attempted to bribe Vanuatu to drop its support of the West Papuan peoples independence movement; it was people like the niece of the Prime Minister of Vanuatu, the Hon. Ham Lini, and the many tribal elders from the islands of Vanuatu who stood up for West Papua's rights. This may not seem important to some people, but it illustrates how Otto Ondawame has already inspired people to stand up for the rights of others.


The current Indonesian regime is still attempting to stop Ondawame's peaceful initiatives. At the Melanesian Spearhead Group meeting held in Goroka PNG from 16-18th August 2005 (a meeting to coordinate Melanesian interests for the South Pacific Forum and similar institutions), to which Vanuatu had brought Otto as a West Papuan observer, Indonesia had PNG ban Dr Ondawame from this conference. An action strongly criticized by the people of PNG.


I submit that Dr. Ondawame is eminently qualified to promote and inspire the principles of peace for our world.


�
Education:


1967-72 Franciscans International seminary, Jayapura, West Papua


1974-76 Bachelor of Arts, Faculty of Economics, University of Cenderawasih, Abepura, West Papua. 


1985 Diploma, Management Institute, Stockholm, Sweden 


1982-86 Graduate Diploma, Faculty of Business Administration, the University of Uppsala,, Sweden. 


1992 Certificate, Diplomacy Training Program, Faculty of Law, UNSW, Sydney, Australia.


1993 Certificate, Nursing College, Kungaerdet, Uppsala, Sweden. 


1994 Graduate Diploma, International Relations and Political Science, Dept. of Government and Administration, University of Sydney, Australia. 


1995 Master of Applied Science, University of Western Sydney, Hawkesbury, Australia. 


1996-2000 Doctor of Philosophy, International Relations, Dept. of Political and Social Change, Research School of Pacific and AsianStudies, the Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.





Employment and Experiences :


1973


Administrative officer, the Depart. of Horticulture of the Agriculture Ministry, Fakfak, West Papua.


1974


Oversaw making and marketing of handcrafts. Sited by the Catholic daily newspaper: Tifa Irian, an good example of entrepreneurial spirit for other students wishing to raise funds to pay for their education


1975-76 


* General Secretary of the GOLKAR Party of Indonesia for Jayapura Regency


* Founder of Special Cadre training program of GOLKAR Party, West Papua.Coordinator for farmers, fishermen and forestry workers in Abepura of GOLKAR,  West Papua.


* Civil Defence Training 


* Founding member of West Papuan Youth Movement.


* Executive member of the Amungme and Kamoro Peoples Community Group, Jayapura.


1976-78


* The Vice Chairman of the Leader of the OPM, the headquarter of the OPM in West Papua. Functions were:


* Secretary General of the Council for Restoration of Justice


* Member of executive council of the OPM and 


* High commander of the National Liberation Army in the Provisional Government of West Papua. 


* The following tasks were carried out: policy making, strategic plan, program, gave direction, coordinated, propaganda works, public awareness campaigns and education program, international networks and radio communication, organized clandestine networks inside West Papua, basic health and military training and education, established international relation with neioghbouring countries, resettlement of the refugees and revolutionary comrades and their families, health and humanitarian supplies, open new camps and basis disisolated by opening new links between noth-south and east-west under the commander of the OPM, which long march  is known as  ESKOPME. 


* Established social group- Japamefak. 


1978


* Mediator Role to release War Hostages  facilitated role to release hostages taken by  a group of the OPM. Approach Bishop of Vanimo, Bishop John Edtrige and the government of PNG to release the hostages peacefully. Secret talks between the OPM and these bodies was done on PNG soil, Held first secret talks between the leaders of the OPM with the government of PNG in Port Moresby about reconciliation between factions within the OPM and border situation, treated the war hostages according to Geneva convention.


1980  Took refugee  from Papua to Sweden with assistance of UNHCR


1980-2005


International Spokesperson of the OPM/ West Papua  (ongoing):


* Promote peace, justice, freedom, human rights, womens rights and indigenous rights and democracy for the West Papuans and environmental issue. Responsible for advocacy, lobbying, public education and raised public awareness on the issue of West Papua. Organizing and participating in seminars, workshops and conferences and establishing support groups. Building networks with other groups and activists.


* Member of the Presidium, the 31 member executive governing body of the Papuan Council. 


* Decide dialogue strategies, policy, program and actions plan. 


* Responsible for mass-media coverage: interview and Press statements.


1983-93


Nursing Aid, Kungsg?rdet Hospital, Uppsala, Sweden. 


1983


* Lobbied Vatican Officials. Meetings with the Vice of the Pope, Cardinal Smith, Italian Caritas International and Swedish Ambassador to Vatican, Catholic Commission for peace and Justice and interviewed by Radio Vatican Scandinavian section and appealed for humanitarian intervention in West Papua.


* Solidarity Movement in Poland. Humanitarian help to activities to Poland Solidarity movement by having a brief visit to Warsawa. 


1986


* Assistant to Accountant. The Church of Lutheran Aid Uppsala, Sweden. Performed bookkeeping   activities.


* Assistant to Accountant. Finance Department, Nordviro, Uppsala, Sweden.


*  A member of Peace Mission of the Swedish Great Peace Journey: Our Delegation traveled from Sweden to Fiji where we met with government leaders of the UN member states in the South Pacific. Held meetings with many state leaders the Pacific region including NZ, Australia, PNG, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. In New Zealand, Iwe met with Prime Minister, David Longi, and Helen Clark, member of the parliament. In Australia we met with Prime Minister Bob Hawke, and Foreign Minister, Bill Hayden. Briefed members of Australian Parliament on West Papua in Federal parliament, Canberra.


* Speaking Tour of the OPM in Australia and held meetings with NGOs and government leaders State and Federal Parliamentarians, political parties, unions, local communities, churches, students and foreign Embassies in Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, Adelaide, Hobart, Wollongong and Newcastle. Presented a public lecture at Hobart University, Tasmania, Spoke at the parliament in Hobart, organised by Senator Bob Brown, Green Party of Australia. Had a public information meeting at Trades Hall, Melbourne in October. Giving seminar on West Papua (10 December 1986) Human Rights Day in the Australian National University, mass-media coverage, raised public awareness campaigns.


1988


* Pacific Catholic Commission for Peace and Justice, Auckland. Invited to attend this conference and discuss vision and mission of the peoples struggle in West Papua. Meetings with PNG governments and church officials including Minister Bernad Narakobi and discussed about the situation of refugees in PONG and border crisis and with Indonesian Minister for Religion, Frans Seda, discussed peaceful dialogue. TV-and radio interviewed, and met the Hon. Helen Clark, member of the parliament.


1989


* NGO conference, organized by the International Student Movement of the United Nations (ISMUN), in Accra, Ghana, (September) which was held before the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit in Accra:


- Met with South Africans leader, Nelson Mandela and discussed the future of West Papua; 


- Held meetings with Foreign Diplomatic envoys from Nigeria, Benin, Togo, Liberia and Senegal.


- Met with Foreign Minister of Ghana and other relevant minister and request for diplomatic support,      which responded that such support firstly should be given by governments in the Melanesian countries.


* Addressed at the symposium on 80th years  the late Dr. Kwame Nkrumah birth day in Accra.


* Met with Chancellor of Universities of Ghana, Prof. Aki  Sawyer. 


* Organized relocation of West Papuan refugees in Ghana to the Netherlands with Embassy of the Dutch in Accra. 


* Founding member of Fritt V?st Papua/ Swedish West Papua Association, Malm?, Sweden, to rise public awareness in Scandinavia of the refugees in PNG.and their humanitarian needs, gave talks in universities, churches, unions, NGOs, and high school students. 


* Second Speaking Tour in Australia. Met with politicians, NGOs, unions, and mass-media coverage. Interviewed by SBS- program: Face to Press, requested ALP-Melbourne to support resolution of West Papua at the ALP National Conference in Hobart, Tasmania which was passed anonymously. 


* The United Nations, New York, USA: Presented paper entitled: No Peace Without Justice to an audience of UN diplomats and international peace campaigners at the United Nations Global Submit of the Great Peace Journey. 9 September.


1991 


* Swedish Parliament, Stockholm, Sweden: Actively lobbied parliamentarians resulting in motions on West Papua in the Swedish Parliament in 1991 and 1992. Lobbied NGOs, solidarity groups, political parties, unions, churches, students, peace groups.


*  Participated in Diplomacy Training Program  at the University of NSW, Sydney. 


1993 


* The United Nations World Conference on Human Rights, Vienna, Austria. Attended at the invitation of the United Nations as the official representative of the OPM. Submitted resolution to the UNHCHR. Organised mass media campaign to bring attention to West Papua. Presented an exhibition of West Papuan photo and flags. Spoke to a special workshop on West Papua. Met with the Scandinavian and Pacific diplomatic delegates and requested their support.


1994


* Founding member of Australia West Papua Association (AWPA), Sydney on 10th September. AWPA continues to work effectively to raise awareness of ongoing injustices West Papua, and has faithfully support me in my role as and diplomatic negotiator, Founded the West Papua Relief Association, Sydney. A charitable organization founded to raise funds for West Papuan refugees and raise public awareness situation in West Papuan Pacific region.  Now, the group is expanded and covered all states and recently hold second Australian National Coalition meeting in Brisbane.


1996


* Commenced Ph-D candidate


* Political Offensive in Australia: 


- Approached Federal Parliament of Australia and formed Parliamentarian


- Groups for West Papua in Canberra


- Played facilitator role between Red Cross, UN based NGOs in Geneva, the Dutch, UK and German  embassies in Australia and the OPM in order to release war hostages in Mapnduma, West Papua


- Presented paper to workshop organised by Society, Government in Melanesian Society, Research School for Pacific and Asia Studies, the Australia National University, Canberra.


* NGOs Parallel Conference in Madang, Papua New Guinea in conjunction with South Pacific Forum Meeting. Submitted resolution to put West Papua on the South Pacific Forum agenda. Organised mass-media campaign with PNG and international media; Met members of Parliament of PNG in parliament house, Port Moresby and raised concern about refugees in PNG and over all issues of West Papua.


1999 


* World Speaking Tour to Europe, the USA and the South Pacific. March and April.


- Speaking tour in the Republic of Ireland. Had meetings with Joint Committee for Foreign Affairs, Defense and Trade of Irish Parliament, Dublin; Department of Foreign Affairs, Dutch Ambassador, public speaking, meeting with NGOs, gave lectures to adult, elementary and Senior High Schools students and covering mass-media, TV-Radio and media interviews. 


- In England, briefed Upper and Lower House of UK parliament; met with NGOs and West Papua support group in London.


- In Fiji, held meetings with NGOs; together with Ramos Horta public address at the University of South Pacific discussed to establish West Papua Association in Suva. 


- In the USA, meetings with UN Representatives from Europe and South


- Pacific, UN Department on Human Rights and Decolonization, and the UN's Press Club had a meetings with federal Congress men and women and State Department officials, lectured on West Papuan Politics to students at the New York University, Loyola University in New Orleans, and gave talks at the University of Texas, Austin. Met with humanitarian organizations in each city 


* Symposium on Indonesian Politics, Riverside University, California, the USA. Presented a paper.


2000-2001


Research Assistant (part time) to Prof. James Fox, Director of Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies of the Australian National University. Researching, compiling and evaluating data collected.


2000-2002


* Founding Member and Coordinator of West Papua Project, Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPACS), University of Sydney, Australia (launched on 19 April 2000) . Worked in CPACS from August 1, 2000. Responsible for initiating and overseeing all aspects of the project including: 


* Organization of widely attended international workshops serving to open ongoing dialogue on West Papuan issues. 


* Promoting a peaceful dialogue between the government of Indonesia and the people of West Papua. 


* Administrative management planning and budgeting for the project.


* Lobbying and liaising with the Australian government and media on West Papuan matters. 


* Holding meetings with visiting dignitaries, including Nelson Mandela, Xanana Gusmao, Bishop Desmond Tutu and Mary Robinson 


* Promoting reconciliation within the West Papuan civil society and with other Papuans, especially abroad. 


* A successful lobby for Mediator role-The Foreign Minister of New Zealand, the Hon. Phil Goff. 


* Seeking funds for the Project and special purposes such as workshop and seminar. 


* Building networks and peace partnership. 


* Organise seminars and lectures as well as three successful workshops. 


* Presenting papers in conferences. 


* Consultation and Informal meetings with Indonesian Ambassador for Australia 


* Consultancy work with international NGOs such as International Red Cross and International Commission of Jurist. 


* Lecturing students and other aborigines Koori College, the University of Sydney. 


* Holding job interviews and setting working guidelines for part-time employees. 


* Media correspondence. 


* Leading regular meetings of the Project Steering Committee. 


* Reporting on workshops and preparing four lengthy Position Papers for the Project. 


* Building peace partnerships with NGOs in West Papua, the USA. and Europe. 


* Opening Speek during the Melbourne Concert for West Papua, February.


2000 


* Speaking Tour in New Zealand: 13-28 October


- Held a talk with NZ Foreign Minister, Hon. Phil Goff and Associated Foreign Minister,


- Matt Robson and Advisors to Prime Minister Office and the other bureaucrats. 


- Formed New Zealand Parliamentarian Group for West Papua. 


- Held an informal peace talk with Indonesian Ambassador to New Zealand. Held meetings with Non- Government Organisations (NGO's), Unions and Maori Communities.


- Lobbied the government of New Zealand to play a role in mediation of the West Papuan


- conflict and support a resolution to bring up West Papua in the upcoming South Pacific Forum meeting in Kiribati by submitting an official request. 


- Briefing Joint Committee for Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade of the New Zealand Parliament


- Gave seminars to Maori students of the University of Wellington, and Maori University.


- Speaking tour in Auckland, Christchurch, Dunadin, Wellington, North Parlmston and Wariangah.


- Mass-media coverages


- Invited to addressed statement during New Zealand Alience Party Congress.


- Official Welcome ceremony in the main entrance of Federal parliament, Wellington, New Zealand. 


* Pacific Resource Centre in Nadi, Fiji: Participated in workshop on decolonisation and updated delegates on the West Papuan situation. 3- 7 October.


* Asian Consultation Group on Conflict Resolution and Management, Manila,, The Philippines. Presented a paper on West Papua., held a informal peace talks with Indonesian governments delegates. . 16th 17th March. 


* Asia Culture Society Conference in the University of Melbourne, Australia: Presented paper on West Papua, Past and Future. 4 -7 July. 


* Australian National University North, Darwin, Australia: Presented paper on The Future of West Papua at a regional conference on Autonomy and Democracy. 1 to 3 March. 


* New York University, New York, the USA: Presented special lecture on historical background and the need for democratic reforms in West Papua at New York University, Depart. of Anthropology. 7 February.


* Lobbied representatives of corporative, government and NGOs in Barbados


* Visited Ontario, Canada and met Minister for Foreign Aid and representatives of the NGOs and discussed aid program to West Papua.


* Assist and advice in landowner- the Amungme, against Freeport McMoran in District court, New Orleans, Lousiana, the USA. 


* Provided eyes-witness account against Freeport Mining in International Tribunal in London 


* Pacific Economic Commission. Invited to attend 50th years anniversary ceremony, hosted by Department of Foreign Affairs of Australia, Canberra.


* Rio Tinto Annual General Meeting., Melbourne. Raising concern about human rights abuses in Freeport Mining in West Papua.


2001 


* Second International Conference on West Papua in Neuendettelsau, Germany: Presented paper entitled: Self-Determination: Building a Better Future and built international networks. 12- 17 October. 


* Koori Aboriginal Cultural Centre, University of Sydney, Australia: Presented lecture to members of Sydneys Aboriginal students on the challenges facing West Papua, comparative history analysis between Aboriginese and West Papuans. 


* Hold meetings with Shadow Foreign Minister of Australia, Laury Breton and Rud Kevin the opposition, Federal Parliament of Australia, Canberra.


2002


* Official request to the Foreign Minister of New Zealand, the Hon. Phil Goff, asked him to play mediator role in West Papuan conflict and raised its willingness during the Western Pacific Dialogue Partnership meeting in Jogyakarta, Indonesia. 


* Briefing on the situation in West Papua to Senators and MPs of the Federal Parliament of Australia in Australia 


* Organised 3rd Workshop on Reconciliation and Consolidation among Papuan leaders at the University of Sydney 


* International Court of Justice (Australian section). Invited to participate the launch of the ratification of Australia to International body by Ambassador of the Royal Netherlands the Federal Parliament of Australia, Canberra. 


* Lobbied Foreign Minister of New Zealand, Phil Goff, to play mediator role between the government of Indonesia and the people of West Papua.


* Observer to New Zealand election, and met with Prime Minister, Helen Clark, Foreign Minister, 


* Phil Goff and Associated Minister, Matt Robson and mass-media coverage. newspapers-the leader. 


* Panellist, International Harvard Youth Conference, Macquarie University, Sydney. 


* Development Research Symposium: South Pacific Futures, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia. Presented paper titled: managing Conflict over West Papua: Community Engagement in Peaceful Dialogue, West Papua Project, CPACS, the University of Sydney. 22-24th. 


* Independence Day, Democratic Republic of East Timor: Addressed world leaders at East Timorese independence celebrations in Dili at the invitation of East Timores Foreign Minister, Jose Ramos-Horta. Successfully initiated a petition in the East Timorese parliament urging United Nations Secretary General, Dr. Kofi Annan, to re-examine the West Papuan situation. 20 May. 


* Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington, the USA: Presented paper entitled: West Papua: The Discourse of Cultural Genocide and Conflict Resolution and networked in the Washington DC. .4-7 April. 


* Formal Peace talks with Indonesian Ambassador and Consulate to Australia,. Primary aim was to develop common understanding and trust and build the bridge between two conflicting parties- the Papuans and Indonesia. 


* Defend the OPM from Indonesian accusation. CNN-Hongkong interviewed me regarding the accusation when Indonesian military killed civilians-the Americans in Timika/Freeport Minne area, 30th  August. 


2003


* Representative of the West Papua Peoples Representative Office in Port Vila,, Vanuatu and carry out the following tasks:


- Promote and maintain the staus quo of the office as the center of international campaign. 


- Decide and formulate strategies, policy, program and action plan of the office. 


- International Spokesperson of the OPM and member of Papuan Presidium. 


- Responsible for lobby work, advise the government of Vanuatu regarding political issue in West Papua. by providing update information.


- Raised public awareness campaign in the country by establishing support groups, the use of media, reports of events, newsletter, administrative work, maintain and develop international links, representing West Papua in the official events, organise seminar, workshop and conference. published 


- Official talks with the other governments in the region and the government in the world.


* Led West Papuan delegation to 34th Pacific Islands Forum, which was held in Auckland 14- 16th August 2003 and participated in the 4th International Solidarity conference in Auckland in the same month. 


* Public tour in Suva, Fiji and had have various meetings with students, NGOs, mass media, government officials and Secretary General of the Forum, Noel Levi. 


- Promote the links with other sister organizations in the world.


* Coordinate the efforts to promote reconciliation and consolidation within the West Papuan national liberation movements-The OPM and Presidium. 


- Establish self-reliance projects.


- Select, interview and recruit personnel. 


- Promote solidarity links among oppressed, colonized and indigenous peoples.


* Presented Paper at Pacific Council of Teacher Union Conference in Suva, Fiji in December on Self Determination of Indigenous people,- the case of West Papua. 


* Attended Development Research Symposium: Governance in pacific States-reassessing roles and remedies, held in USP, Suva, Fiji .from 29th September2nd October. 


* Public Speaking Tour in Suva, Fiji. 2nd -14 October: 


- Public speaking, mass media interview, held a meetings with NGOs, government officials, Secretary general of the Forum, Noel Levi; radio interviews; lectured students; gave talks in seminar. 


- Public awareness campaign in Port Vila and Santos, Vanuatu: 


- Invited to public address during 23th Independent Ceremony of Vanuatu, launched of new West Papua support Group (Northern region) in Luganville, Santos; Media interview for Pacific program; Gave talks to Vanuatu labour union and Freswater communities. 


- Lobby the government of Vanuatu: 


* Sought to the inclusion of Papuan delegates into official meetings of Melanesian Spearhead Group; Pacific Islands Forum Meetings and the UN by providing briefing paper; reports and update information about West Papua. 


- Official invitation of the government of Vanuatu to assist the establishment of the WPPRO in Port Vila. 


- 34th Pacific Islands Forum Meetings in Auckland: 


* West Papuan delegates were included into the official delegation of the government of Vanuatu and I led the West Papuan delegation. The following tasks were done during the Forum- meeting: called the Forum to support an independent West Papua by granting Observer status in the forum, call the UN to review the act of Free Choice of 1969, and re-list West Papua into the agenda of Decolonisation Commission of the UN as a Non-Self Governing Territory.


- Lobbied leaders of the members state of the Forum and sought support the calls by holding meetings with selective delegates and state leaders.


- Interviewed by mass-media personnel and organized press conference Organized a peaceful demonstration


- Reported the events. 


- The 4th International Solidarity Meeting in Auckland: 


- Called the Forum to include West Papua in its final communiqu?; decided optional strategiies for the future campaigns; discussed the future of the WPPRO, women, human rights, environment, security, militarization, internal reconciliation and consolidation; funding problem and networks.


- Papuan Leaders Meeting in Holland, 18-19th June discussed internal reconciliation and consolidation of political agenda, the future strategies, the position of the WPPRO and diplomatic offensive with the 34th Forum meeting as major target. 


- Meeting between EU-parliament with the Papuan leaders. The following topics were discussed: the current situation in West Papua, the position of the Union on West Papua with Special autonomy as special focus, humanitarian help and international networks and cooperation. 


- Representative of the West Papua Peoples Representative Office in Port Vila, Vanuatu and carry out the following tasks:


- Promote and maintain the staus quo of the office as the center of international campaign.


- Decide and formulate strategies, policy, program and action plan of the office.


- International Spokesperson of the OPM and member of Papuan Presidium.


- Responsible for lobby work, advise the government of Vanuatu regarding political issue in West Papua. by providing update information. 


- Raised public awareness campaign in the country by establishing support groups, the use of media, published reports of events, newsletter, administrative work, maintain and develop international links, representing West Papua in the official events, organize seminar, workshop and conference. 


- Official talks with the other governments in the region and the government in the world. 


- Led West Papuan delegation to 34th Pacific Islands Forum, which was held in Auckland 14- 16th August 2003 and participated in the 4th International Solidarity conference in Auckland in the same month.


- Public tour in Suva, Fiji and had have various meetings with students, NGOs, mass media, governments officials and Secretary General of the Forum, Noel Levi.. 


- Promote the links with other sister organizations in the world 


- Coordinate the efforts to promote reconciliation and consolidation within the West Papuan national liberation movements-The OPM and Presidium. 


- Establish self-reliance projects.


- Select, interview and recruit personnel. 


-Promote solidarity links among oppressed, colonized and indigenous peoples.


2004. 


* Established Vanuatu Free West Papua Association, which support group responsible for public awareness campaigns, lobby, networking, advocacy and fund-raising. The group consist of chief council, women organization, churches, trade union, member of parliament, politicians and youth.


* Took part in Papuan Leader Tour in Europe:  Hold a talk with the governments of UK, Ireland, The Netherlands, Finland and European Union. The following issues were discussed in the  respective meetings: mediation, the failure of special autonomy and escalation of human rights abuses in West Papua. and the delegate urged    to review the conduct of Act of Free Choice in 1969, the need of third party intervention in the conflict, called for sending fact-finding mission to West Papua to monitor  the implementation of special autonomy and human rights abuses 


* Launched Petition on West Papua prepared by 88 members of Irish Parliament in Dublin, which petition called the Secretary General of the UN to review the conduct of Act of Free Choice in 1969.


* Promoted round-table-discussion  between the Papuan representatives and  the Government of Indonesia, facilitated by Minister of Foreign Affairs of Vanuatu in July 26-28. 


* Participated in the 24th Independent Day of Vanuatu. Public address, media coveragem exhibition, hoisting Morning Star, 


*  Hold a meeting with OPM's representatives  and decided to organize OPM's congress


* Participated 35th Pacific Islands Forum meeting in Apia, Samoa  as Vanuatu official delegation. During this opportunity, a fruitful discussion was done with Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Papua New Guinea, New Zealand and Australia. Sent a string protest note to Forum Secretariat  for the exclusion of West Papua in the final communiqu?. 


* Participated in the 59th General Assembly -meeting of the UN in New York as Vanuatu official delegation.  Put our input in the official address the following  requests: 


     - need to establish Special Commission of  Inquiry  who responsible for reviewing the conduct of Act Free Choice in 1969.


       - send fact-finding mission to West Papua to monitor human rights abuses and other related issues


        - Re-list West Papua as remaining Non-Self-Governing Territory  at the UN Decolonization Committee. 


* Hold a meeting with Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum, Mr. Greg Urwin, and submitted official request for Granting Observer Status to PIF -meeting in Port Moresby 2005.


* Presented West Papuan position at the MELTRUST-meeting in Tana. Chief council  decided to give full support to West Papuan issue. 


* Together with Vanuatu Free West Papua association organized the 34th National Flag Day of West Papua in Port Vila. More than 300 chiefs from all Vanuatu Islands participated it with songs, dance and food. The Government representative- Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Barak Sope, reconfirmed  Vanuatu's full support for West Papua independent struggle during his official address.


* Lugainville chief contributed 2 ha of land to West Papuan representatives in Port Vila.   


2005


* Organized  a peaceful demonstration against Indonesian attempt to destroy Vanuatu support.                                                                


* Sponsored West Papuan Cub in Lugainville (Santo). Provided trophies, and V150,000 Bank check. Hold a meeting with Lugainville Lord Major, PM. Secretary General of Sato provincial government and chief council, support group, declared their firm support for independent struggle in West Papua. 


* Mobilized chief support throughout Vanuatu. Petitions were submitted to the Government of Vanuatu calling for grating West Papua as Permanent member of the MSG-meeting in Goroka, 


* Hold a meeting with Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister of Vanuatu, Hon. Ham Lini and Sato Kilman,  and submitted a official request to grant Permanent member of the MSG.


* Hold a meeting with Prime Minister of Solomon Islands, Allan Kemakeza, Minister for  Foreign Affairs of Fiji Islands, Special Enjoy of Prime Minister of PNG, and submitted the similar request. 


* Briefing Prof. Kevin  and its staff members at Peace and Conflict Studies Centre at the University of Queenland.


* Paid trophies and printing costs for Morning Star. for campaign purpose


* Attended MSG -meeting in Goroka, PNG,  as member of Vanuatu official delegation, but the Government  denied my rights and refused me to attend the official sessions.  I went on mass-media, TV and radio in PNG and criticized this unsupportive behavior.


* Prepared 35 page of Briefing Paper: New Prospective of Change  





PUBLICATIONS


Books, Conferences Papers and the Other Articles


1985 


* Pengar, Makt, d?rf?r ockuperade V?st Papua (Money and Power for this reasons, West Papua was occupied). Bulletin, Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Stockholm.


1989


* No Peace without Justice, The Global Summit of the Great Peace Journey in the UNs Building, New York.


1992


* New Hope and Perspective, Report, the Church of Lutheran Aid, Uppsala


1997


* The Impacts of Freeport Mining Activities on the Amungme and Kamoro Peoples in West Papua" in Visions and Actions for Peace, Conference Paper, Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, Medical Association for the Prevention of War (Australia), Canberra. *


1999 


* Forgotten but not Beaten: West Papua's Struggle for Decolonisation", Conference Paper, Dublin, Ireland. Paper was also published in the Islands Business


* Now East Timor, Next West Papua, published by Pacific Islands Monthly, 10 October, Suva.


* Colonisation is the Root Cause of Political Problems: the Case of Indonesia Paper presented at Hague Conference for Peace in the Netherlands. 15th May.


* State Terrorism in the Case of West Papua "Violence in Melanesian States: the Case of Indonesia in West Papua": Discussion Paper No. 98/4 , State, Society and Governance in Melanesia project The Australian National University *


2000 


* One People, One Soul, West Papuan Nationalism and the Organisasi Papua Merdeka (OPM)/Free Papua Movement which was approved and it will be published soon. PH-D thesis.


* Land is My Mother is an autobiography that will be published soon *(Draft) 


* West Papuas Past and Future presented at a Workshop with titled: Regional Autonomy and Local Societies in Indonesia, hosted by Asian Studies Association of Australia at 13th Conference, the University of Melbourne that held on 3-5 July .


* The future of West Papua, a paper presented during the workshop on Autonomy and Democracy in the Asia Pacific region, ANU Darwin. March. 


* The future prospect of West Papua, presented in Past, Present and Future Workshop organized by ACFOA, published in its Briefing Papers Series.


* Self Determination in West Papua (Irian Jaya), published in Indigenous Affairs, No:1/2000, January February and March of the International Working Group for Indigenous Affairs, Copenhagen, Denmark. 


2001 


* West Papua: Exploring the Prospects of Peace with Justice--Report on a Workshop and Future Plans , Position Paper No: 02, September 1st, 2001, by John Ondawame and Peter King, Centre for Peace and Conflict, the University of Sydney.


* Peaceful Dialogues Over West Papua: the Design of a Way Forward , Draft Position Paper No. 01 March 27, 2001, by John Ondawame Stuart Rees The West Papua Project Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, the University of Sydney.


2002


* Self-Determination: Building a Better Future and built international networks. Second International Conference on West Papua in Neuendettelsau, Germany: 12-17 October.


* Managing Conflict over West Papua: Community Engagement in Peaceful Dialogue, Development Research Symposium: South Pacific Futures, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, West Papua Project, CPACS, the University of Sydney. 22-24th July.


* West Papua: The Discourse of Cultural Genocide and Conflict Resolution. Conference  paper of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington DC., the USA:, 4-7 April. 


* West Papua: Reconciliation as a Way of Peace Dialogue--Report on Workshop II ( 12 - 13 December 2001) , Position Paper No. 03, May 2002 by John Ondawame with Peter King , Centre for Peace and Conflict, the University of Sydney.


2003 


* Promoting the Collective Rights of Indigenous People to Self-Determination-The West Papua Case, Conference paper during the A Regional Round Table Conference, titled: Education of Indigenous People of the Pacific, presented by John Otto Ondawame, 4thto 7th December 2003, Suva.


* Mobilisation of People Power in the Region: Public Awareness Campaigns in Melanesia-Fiji and Vanuatu, Report No:3, Volume I, 9th November /3/ WPPRO/2003, prepared by John Otto Ondawame West Papuan Peoples Representative Office, 9th November 2003, Port Vila


* 4th International Solidarity Meeting and Pacific Islands Forum Meeting Auckland, 8-19 August 2003 , Report No. 2, August 25/ WPPRO/2003, prepared by John Otto Ondawame and Andy Ayamiseba, West Papua Peoples Representative Office, August 25, 2003 .


* Briefing Paper for the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Senior Ministerial Officers on Recent Development Concerning the Issue of West Papua prepared by Andy Ayamiseba and Dr.John Otto Ondawame, West Papuan Peoples Representative Office, 25th July 2003, Port Vila. 


* Reconciliation and Consolidation Among Papuans-Report on Workshop III, 2-3 September 2002, Position Paper No 4, January 2003, by Stuart Rees and John O. Ondawame with Peter King, The West Papua Project, Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, the University of Sydney


2004. 


* West Papuan People's Representative Office, An Introduction. 26th June 2004, Port Vila. 


* Isu Papua Barat Tidak Terisolasi Lagi, Laporan Tahunan, No.:2, 9 December 2004, Port Vila.


2005


* West Papua: New Prospects for Change, A Briefing Paper No: 1, May 1, 2005, West Papua Representative Office, Port Vila.





Awards and Scholarships:


1972


* President Suharto Awards for Academic Excellence- INPRES, Including a monetary prize to be used towards future education.


1974 


* Academie Dalam Negeri-Full 3 Year scholarship-including all fees and weekly salary. Withdrew from those privileges for my own political principles.


2001


* Recipient of the Australians Against Execution annual Reconciliation Award. Awarded each year to the person whose work best exemplifies the spirit of reconciliation, and demonstrates commitment to breaking the cycle of revenge.
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