Nobel Peace Prize Nomination Background Submission





Candidate :	Dr Otto Ondawame


Country :	West Papua


Qualification :	�Dr Ondawame is a West Papuan academic, activist, and representative who has spent his adult life seeking freedom from Indonesian colonial ambitions, and who has personally risk his life in the cause of peace, and has for twenty years promoted peace through dialogue for both West Papua and the world.�Although West Papua has since the 1960s military occupation suffered hundreds of thousands of deaths at the hands of the Indonesian military and government sponsored militia, although the Indonesian government has shipped over one million Islamic settlers 4,000km from Asia to marginalize the indigenous Melanesian population.; the people and their representatives have remain committed to peace.
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The West Papua Project





This project aims to initiate a dialogue for peace between the people of West Papua and Indonesia, and to articulate strategies for alternative resolution of conflict in that region. A series of workshops will establish networks between Australian, Indonesian and West Papuan parties including government and non-government agencies; national and international universities; politicians and parliamentarians; and the corporate sector. Crucial to the strategy of this project and to successful outcomes is diverse representation and practised facilitators who will bring together the different views, expertise and experiences of participants in order to develop the negotiation skills necessary to promote dialogues for peace. Initiating these dialogues has the potential to affect public perceptions and governments interests in promoting non-violent conflict resolution in West Papua.





The project team includes CPACS staff and students. The coordinator of the West Papua Project is visiting Research Fellow Dr John Ondawame. A quietly spoken charismatic colleague, Johns life story journeys from a childhood as an Amungme villager to adulthood as a human rights leader. Experiences in political resistance, including his capture, imprisonment in PNG, possible deportation to face death in Indonesia, and sudden reprieve when the United Nations High Commission for Refugees supported his appeal, and subsequent fifteen years of political exile in Sweden, highlight Johns lifetime commitment to peace in his country. His scholarship about the West Papuans struggle to negotiate their human rights and recent discussions with Australian government and non-government parties about non-violent alternatives, begin a new phase in this quest for peace.


We welcome Dr John Ondawame to CPACS and look forward to learning more about the capacities for peaceful conflict resolution in this significant regional dispute. Further information can be obtained on the West Papua Project website, accessible through the CPACS website





- extract from http://www.arts.usyd.edu.au/centres/cpacs/pw 0401.htm
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